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Introduction

• Essential component of (postgraduate)   

real estate education  Master thesis 

• Defining a topic and relevant research 

questions 

• Establishing the supervision agreement
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Context

• Wealth of (existing) publication output 

• Tempting to "re-use" or paraphrase

• Supervisor: crucial role 

• Excessive number of students ? 

• Limited time for individual consultation ?
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What is plagiarism?

According to plagiarism.org:

• Turning in someone else's work as your own

• Copying words or ideas from someone else 

without giving credit

• Failing to put a quotation in quotation marks

• Giving incorrect information about the source 

of a quotation
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According to plagiarism.org (continued):

• Changing words but copying the sentence 

structure of a source without giving credit

• Copying so many words or ideas from a source 

that it makes up the majority of your work, 

whether you give credit or not
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Detection tools

• Software to check documents 

 Uploading - processing – reporting

 Variety of solutions

• Machine-readable files

 No recognition of scanned texts

• Recognition of similarities
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DEMO – Docoloc-Example

 Detailed reports:
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DEMO – Docoloc-Example

Report and detected sources
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• Critical check of the reports?!

• Human input (supervisor etc.)

• Decision making

• Revision – Re-upload – etc.

• How similar is too similar?

• GDPR: Location                                                    

of the server?
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• Ghostwriting solutions?
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Outlook

• Plagiarism can be avoided                                                       

 When in doubt --> Cite!

• Plagiarism vs.                   

self-plagiarism 

• Retrospective digitisation may lead to the 

detection of plagiarism in the future


